
STANDARDS OF CONDUCT FOR PUBLIC OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES (EXCERPT)
Act 196 of 1973

15.342a MCL 15.301 to 15.310 and MCL 15.321 to 15.330 not amended or modified; purpose
of act; validity of contract in violation of act; voting on, making, or participating in
governmental decisions; “governmental decision” defined.
Sec. 2a. (1) This act shall not in any manner amend or modify the terms of Act No. 317 of the Public Acts

of 1968, being sections 15.321 to 15.330 of the Michigan Compiled Laws and Act No. 318 of the Public Acts
of 1968, being sections 15.301 to 15.310 of the Michigan Compiled Laws.

(2) This act is intended as a code of ethics for public officers and employees and not as a rule of law for
public contracts. A contract in respect to which a public officer or employee acts in violation of this act, shall
not be considered to be void or voidable unless the contract is a violation of another statute which specifically
provides for the remedy.

(3) Subject to subsection (4), section 2(6) and (7) shall not apply and a public officer shall be permitted to
vote on, make, or participate in making a governmental decision if all of the following occur:

(a) The requisite quorum necessary for official action on the governmental decision by the public entity to
which the public officer has been elected or appointed is not available because the participation of the public
officer in the official action would otherwise violate section 2(6) or (7).

(b) The public officer is not paid for working more than 25 hours per week for this state or a political
subdivision of this state.

(c) The public officer promptly discloses any personal, contractual, financial, business, or employment
interest he or she may have in the governmental decision and the disclosure is made part of the public record
of the official action on the governmental decision.

(4) If a governmental decision involves the awarding of a contract, section 2(6) and (7) shall not apply and
a public officer shall be permitted to vote on, make, or participate in making the governmental decision if all
of the following occur:

(a) All of the conditions of subsection (3) are fulfilled.
(b) The public officer will directly benefit from the contract in an amount less than $250.00 or less than 5%

of the public cost of the contract, whichever is less.
(c) The public officer files a sworn affidavit containing the information described in subdivision (b) with

the legislative or governing body making the governmental decision.
(d) The affidavit required by subdivision (c) is made a part of the public record of the official action on the

governmental decision.
(5) As used in this section, “governmental decision” means a determination, action, vote, or disposition

upon a motion, proposal, recommendation, resolution, ordinance, or measure on which a vote by the members
of a legislative or governing body of a public entity is required and by which a public entity formulates or
effectuates public policy.

History: 1973, Act 196, Imd. Eff. Jan. 8, 1974;Am. 1984, Act 53, Imd. Eff. Apr. 12, 1984.

Compiler's note: Section 191 of Act 227 of the Public Acts of 1975 repealed §§4.401 to 4.410, 168.901 to 168.929, 15.321 to
15.330, 15.301 to 15.310, and 15.341 to 15.348. The Michigan Supreme Court, however, in Advisory Opinion on Constitutionality of
1975 PA 227, 396 Mich. 123, 240 N.W.2d 193 (1976), held Act 227 of the Public Acts of 1975 unconstitutional for being in violation of
Mich. Const., Art. 4, § 24.
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